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PEEL DEVIATION 
Statement by Member for Dawesville 

MR A.D. MARSHALL (Dawesville) [12.52 pm]:  The Peel deviation is a priority project that must start 
immediately.  However, the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure, Ms A.J. MacTiernan, refuses to show any 
interest in it.  At least $50 million of federal funding is available for it but the minister will not submit a proper 
application to Canberra.  Her rejection spiel goes something like this: the federal Government is not prepared to 
contribute funds to the road; or, the federal Government has no intention of making a contribution to the road 
over the next decade.  Those statements are incorrect.   

The federal Minister for Transport, John Anderson, simply requires the minister to submit a proper planning and 
design proposal for the Peel deviation so that the Commonwealth can determine whether funding is appropriate.  
Unfortunately, the state minister refuses to do that.  She says that it is a waste of time.  She says that AusLink - a 
new transport and infrastructure policy - will be introduced in 2006; therefore, applying for roads of national 
importance - RONI - funding is completely stupid.  However, the minister is wrong again.  Advice from the 
parliamentary library in Canberra is that although the mechanism for RONI will change, it is unlikely that the 
funding for roads, otherwise known as RONIs, will cease.  The minister should check the facts more efficiently.  
People cannot get into a cinema without buying a ticket.  Similarly, the State Government cannot get federal 
funding without properly applying for it.   

It is clear that the minister does not understand the importance of the Peel deviation to Western Australian 
motorists.  I appeal to her and the member for Mandurah to lift their game on this project.  The City of 
Mandurah, the Peel Development Commission and the community in general recognise the importance of the 
Peel deviation.  It is the number one priority for the Peel region.   
 


